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A Moment of Flash Back

Looking back this past 20 some years, I am
amazed seeing many things have changed. The
small Bible Study Group has grown to a Mission-
mined Chinese Church. Praise the Lord!

When I was attending the Durham Chinese
Bible Study group, there were two bible study
groups that drew many of us together. We were
single young adults, some graduate students,
some post-doctors and some college students.
We met every Friday night and sometimes on
Saturdays for special events. On Friday nights,
we met for Bible studies, fellowships, and
desserts! Sometimes after Bible study, we went
out together and have fun. Also some of us met
because we want to learn English by reading the
Bible together. Lastly we met because we want
to know each other more. Potluck dinner was
one of our biggest attractions, since we were all
singles; we loved to come and joined the Chinese
congregation for the authentic Chinese food. One
of our single adults, he was the expert in cooking
Peking ducks. He came from Hong Kong, and
did not mind cooking at all. He actually taught
us how to cook Peking ducks. In our Bible study
group, some spoke Chinese, some Cantonese
and sometimes required translation to English,
because we had a few ABCs (American Born
Chinese) only understand English. But we
understood each other without any problem.

Ken Thai

In our English Bible study group, I
remembered one of our regular attendee; he heard
about our Bible study group and he came. He
challenged us to prove to him that God existed!
“Show me where Christ is, then I will believe.”,
“Why do we need God, Why can’t we just live
the way we want each day?” Of course at the
time, we were young and eager to answer his
challenges, but we were not trained well to answer
all this friend’s questions. We might not have
all the answers, but we prayed for God to work
while we studying God’s word, for understanding
of His provision and for God to open our hearts.
As I recalled, at the time, we were study the
book of Romans. As you know, in the book of
Romans, Paul pointed out man are sinful, fall
short of the glory of God, the wages of sin is
death, but the gift of God is eternal life through
Christ Jesus. God has His provision for mankind
through His only son Jesus Christ, for Him to die
on the cross and be raised from the dead, so that
whoever believes in Him will have eternal life.
What a great God He is, full of compassion, love,
forgiveness and righteousness!

One night, this friend came to the Bible study
class, he shared with us that he was convicted
through reading the book of Romans, that God
existed, man was sinful and needed God. He
wanted to accept Christ as his savior and wanted
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to be baptized. God saved him, and gave him a
new life! How marvelous the way God works in
people’s hearts! God’s timing is the best and we
must learn to turn to the Lord and wait upon Him!

Through out the years, the Lord have bought
many of us from different back grounds together
to the Durham Bible Study group. Now the
Durham Chinese Bible Study group has grown

Durham

to become the Chinese Christian Mission Church
(CCMC). What an honor and blessing to CCMC
to carry on the great commission to reach out to
the Chinese/Asian community.

To God be the Glory, great thing He has
done! Amen.

Author was a co-worker in the youth

ministry

Durham Durham
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From Youth to English Ministry

I was in graduate school from 2002-
2008, during which time I had the privilege
to lead the CCMC youth group and watch it
grow to an English Ministry. In 2002, most
of the youth were in middle school and high
school freshman. Now, they are finishing/
have completed college.

Over the years, we were blessed to have
many volunteer leaders: those from the
community, parents, and pastors whom God
had given the heart and the charge to lead
this next generation.

By the grace God has given me, I laid a
foundation as an expert builder, and someone
else is building on it. But each one should
be careful how he builds. For no one can lay
any foundation other than the one already
laid, which is Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians
3:10-11).

Like Paul, we prayed, planned, and
acted on building this group. It was exciting
to be a part of the ministry’s growth and
maturation.

Most of all, it has been amazing
observing God’s handiwork in the lives of
the members. Each has a unique story and
personal encounter with God. One of my
early memories was the Virginia Beach
retreat. At that time, many of the members
knew of each other only during Sunday
church encounters. To bring about a sense of
family and fellowship, we went to the beach
for a long weekend where the primary goal
was for the members to know each other
more. We had many activities to encourage

Ming De Lin

trust and sharing amongst each other. With
a greater sense of family after the trip, this
became the foundation upon which the
ministry grew as a family of believers.

It was encouraging to see those who
were once in middle school eight years ago
now leading the following generation of
middle schoolers. The future of the church
are these young lambs. I encourage you,
especially parents, to invest in them so that
they know the Lord—But let him who boasts
boast about this: that he understands and
knows me (Jeremiah 9:24a).

(Author was a co-worker in the youth
ministry)
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